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Americans are adapting to summer during a pandemic. ¥ i
home-basing (noun/verb)

home-+baseing | hom-bas-nin

In this new world, we see a renewed focus on

the home and family (including pets), enthusiasm for
The act of staying home

cooking & grilling, cautious travel and home upgrades. g
(vs. going out) to share

experiences with family
ON THE ROAD AGAIN © and friends.
According to more than 800 Reader's Digest 5.i__________________________:::____:::::::______::__:::::::_
online visitors, road trips are viewed as a
safer way to travel and RVs are gaining popularity.
Searches for “RVs” increased 90% in the GONE GRILLING
last three months according to Google Trends. More home cooking means more outdoor
cooking, especially in the summer months.
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Families are bonding more with their pets. L L T e e e T T
Pet adoption rose by 60% in March and Apiril. ¥ The pandemic has spurred families to invest
Sites like Petfinder saw record traffic this in and improve their homes. A July
Spring, up 66% in April vs. the prior year. survey among Inner Circle members* reveals:
..................................................................... ii % A 280
. 86% @f’l 2
: ; ¥ “I consider my ' “Since the pandemic,
According to the Trusted Media H home as my % - im ‘ I’'m more willing to
Brand’s Inner Circle* i most important T L invest when it comes

investment” to my home”

> M : (! “have considered upgrades to their
‘ 5 ' 1 . home because of circumstances related to
: (§) o 1n the pandemic (e.g. working from home)”
in ; O i
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“My dog has gotten very used to having Y‘J ¥ -

the family home. He has been in his
glory with all the attention he's getting.
He gets walked a lot more too!”

? ?

—Inner Circle Member
. Room/Closet
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\I “My dog loves all the new walks ¥ '
and | think my cat is tired ¥
of me always being around.”

—Inner Circle Member

" Trusted Media Brands Inner Circle is an online insights community of more than 1,000 readers
and visitors to Reader’s Digest, Taste of Home and Family Handyman.
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was already emerging, the rise of home cooking. Taste of Home
traffic surged during this time, reaching 32mm monthly UV’s
in April. Despite the country re-opening, the home cooking
phenomenon appears to be holding, presenting an ongoing
opportunity for brands to inspire and attract new customers.

STILL COOKING & EATING AT HOME

According to a May Inner Circle survey* of 490
respondents, habits around cooking and shopping
are still being maintained. Despite the re-opening:
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Taste of Home’s most-visited recipes in
June also reflect the desire for basic
comfort foods and popular ethnic meals
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If you haven’t baked bread, you surely baked
something in the past few months. With 15mm
visits since its inception, Taste of Home’s Facebook
Group “Bakeable,” a community for baking
enthusiasts, is seeing participation rate at a high, with
May and June challenges at peak popularity:
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JUNE’S CHALLENGE
Confetti Cake

MAY’S CHALLENGE

Best-Ever Banana Bread

“| am a stress baker. i |

| bake during times of high

stress or anxiety. Needless '
Vote!

to say, the last seven
for the next Bakeable

Challenge here

weeks have been a nonstop
baking marathon!”

—Bakeable Member
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These past months of staying home have accelerated a trend that
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home-basing (noun/verb)
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The act of staying home
(vs. going out) to share
experiences with family

and friends.
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Comfort food categories and ethnic
cuisines have seen increases in Google
search volume since March.
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Along with the interest in comfort foods there
is the evidence of more snacking and a
concern around dieting habits, according to
Taste of Home Inner Circle members.*

42% 19% 26%

Have changed Are cooking Are snacking
their diet : more healthy : more
Top Diets: Low- | meals
Carb, Intermittent
Fasting, Atkins

Print is the go-to source for
recipe inspiration.

TOP
RECIPE
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Magazines Cookbooks
:»’
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Cooking . Pinterest ; Blogs
Websites i

“l have been trying one new recipe at
least once per week. I've enjoyed looking through
cookbooks | had not opened in years”

—Inner Circle Member

Source: Inner Circle Survey, May 20207

*Trusted Media Brands Inner Circle is an online insights community of more than 1,500 readers and visitors of Family Handyman, Reader’s Digest,
and Taste of Home. Through weekly interaction, members provide insight through discussion boards, surveys and more.
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